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MOTHER AGATHA PROCURES MEMBERSHIPS 
OF SEVERAL OF AMERICAN HIERARCHY 
Among the new names recently added to the rolls 

of the Catholic Library Association are those of sev- 

eral of the American Hierchary. These distinguished 
ecclesiasts were “signed up” through the solicitation 
of Mother M. Agatha, O.S.U., Librarian, Ursuline 

Academy, Wilmington, Del., a member of the Execu- 

tive Council. Mother Agatha believes that members 

of the Hierarchy are happy to endorse the C. L. A. 

through active membership if someone takes the 

trouble to personally call the Association and its aims 
to their attention. This belief emerged into fact with 
the memberships of Archbishop Curley of Baltimore, 

Bishop McAuliffe of Hartford and Bishop FitzMaurice 

of Wilmington. In addition, Mother Agatha “sold” 

the C. L. A. to Father Sheehy, Chancellor of the Wil- 
mington Diocese. There are now five members of the 

Hierarchy whom we are privileged to call fellow-mem- 

bers of the C.L. A. Bishop Howard of Covington has 

held membership since the inception of the Associa- 
tion, while Bishop McLaughlin of Newark remitted 
his first dues last October. 


CATHOLIC LIBRARIANS OF SIOUX CITY 
MEET AT TRINITY COLLEGE 

The first meeting of the librarians of Catholic Col- 
leges and High Schools of Sioux City, Iowa, took place 
on Saturday, Dec. 14, 1935, at 2 P. M., at Trinity Col- 
lege Library. Sr. DeLourdes, O.S.F., librarian of 
Briar Cliff College, Sr. DePazzi, O.S.F., of Briar Cliff 
College, Sr. Everilda, B.V.M., librarian of Cathedral 
High School, and Sr. Edilburga, B.V.M., of Cathedral 
High School attended. 

The chairman announced that it would be necessary 
frst to get acquainted. Then he stated that the meet- 
ing was called to give mutual encouragement, mutual 
assistance, and an opportunity for discussion of local 
problems. 

_ During the second part of the meeting the visitors 
imspected Trinity College Library and freely com- 
mented on the value of the books. 

Before the close of the meeting Brother Adolph L. 
Kalt, S.M., was requested to continue to act as chair- 
man, while Sr. DeLourdes, O.S.F., of Briar Cliff Col- 
kge volunteered to keep the records. 

_An invitation was extended to hold the next meet- 
mg at Briar Cliff College. 

The meeting enjoyed the approval of the local eccle- 
Sastical authorities. 


PRO PARVULIS BOOK CLUB AIMS TO PRO- 

VIDE ATTRACTIVE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 

Guidance in reading for children has at last been rec- 
ognized to the extent of the formation of a special 
agency, the Pro Parvulis Book Club, which offers bi- 
monthly selections for the young readers. We asked 
Mr. John J. Welsh, treasurer, for an explanation of 
the Club and its purposes. He writes: 

This Book Club was inaugurated in Stam- 
ford, Conn., on December 8th, 1935. Its prin- 
cipal aim is to encourage proper reading for 
children. We feel that any boy’s or girl's 
future is well taken care of if we can help to 
mould his present life. The reading of the 
proper books is a definite insurance for the 
future. 

The Pro Parvulis Book Club is divided into 
three classes: first, children from six to ten 
years of age; secondly, girls from ten to four- 
teen, and lastly, boys of the same age. Each 
year six books will be selected for each class 
by a board of well-known literary figures. The 
chosen books will be adaptable to their respec- 
tive classes. The subscription fee is ten dol- 
lars a year. 

The selections for the month of January are 
as follows: for the tots, Wilhelmina Harper’s 
Merry Christmas to You; for the girls ten to 
fourteen, Edith Nesbit’s Wonderful Garden, 
and for the boys of the same age, Padraic 
Colum’s Legend of St. Columba. These choices 
will afford an excellent gauge as to the inten- 
tions of our club, that is, to give the children 
something worthwhile to read and thus insure 
them the right start in life. 

In connection with the book club, we have 
also founded the Pamphlet Club. The aim of 
this club is to supply its members with about 
ten dollars’ worth of the best pamphlets yearly 
for a subscription fee of five dollars. These 
pamphlets will be distributed on a monthly 
plan. This club will appeal to priests, teach- 
ers and the casual reader. Pamphlets are an 
education in themselves and our aim is to 
educate people in correct reading and to keep 
them informed on the topics of the day. 

Both clubs are under the direction of Rev. Francis 
X. Downey, S.J., editorial secretary of the Spiritual 
Book Associates. Full information may be obtained 
by communicating with Mr. John J. Welsh, 207 At- 
lantic street, Stamford, Conn. 
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HARTFORD CONFERENCE 

The enthusiastic Regional Conference 
held at Hartford, December 27 and 28, 
left a most favorable impression on the 
scores who attended. In order that the 
Chicago and Hartford meetings might 
enjoy a certain exclusive attention, com- 
lete details of the Eastern Regional Con- 
erence have been held over until the Feb- 


ruary issue. 


CORPORATE MEMBERS!"P 

There is no gainsaying the fact that if‘ e Hierarchy 
were enrolled as members of the Catholic Library As- 
sociation our organization would grow in numbers, 
scholarship and utility far beyond our most optimistic 
expectations. In a recent communication Mother 
Agatha advanced the idea for a corporate membership 
for the Bishops of the Church. We are printing extracts 
from her letter and advise our readers to consider the 
value of her suggestion and think well upon it. 

“Again I want to suggest that we introduce a cor- 
porate membership for Bishops who will then repre- 
sent their respective dioceses as a corporation. This 
would be one way of placing the Bishop at the head 


of his sheep. . . By organizing Diocesan Units each 
Bishop ex officio would be represented as the teaching 
power of the Church, because the library is the heart 
of the educational system and the Bishops are directly 
responsible for the educational system. The Diocesan 
Units would be the corporate members from whom we 
could annually draw from $10.00 to any amount a 
Bishop could afford to give us. (Archbishop Curley 
and Bishop McAuliffe both contributed ten dollars for 
membership dues.) If every school were to contribute 
one dollar a year our annual income would be $10, 
000.00! If the Bishops were contacted they would 
pass the order out to the Superintendents who would 
be the proper persons to direct the Principals to col- 
lect this one dollar a year, just as we now do for the 
Propagation of the Faith Society. With the Bishops, 
Superintendents and Principals behind us, see what we 
could achieve. We must have ecclesiastical authority, 
more scholarship and funds. . . .” 
a a 
PERSONAL CONTACT 

More than once have we pointed out the value of 
personal contact in building up the numerical strength 
of the C. L. A. Our opinion has been based on ex- 
perience. When we receive communications of one 
sort or another from persons not members of the As- 
sociation we manage to incorporate in our reply a 
courteous suggestion that membership in our organi- 
zation would prove beneficial to the person and to the 
institution. Responses in the form of remittances 
have been most encouraging. In another column our 
readers will note the results of Mother Agatha’s per- 
sonal contact with beloved members of the Hierarchy. 
This versatile member of the Executive Council has 
worked no miracles! Mother Agatha merely took the 
pains to contact these eminent churchmen, and in each 
instance her invitation has netted a new member. And 
Mother Agatha has only begun! She intends to con- 
tact as many of the Hierarchy as she possibly can. We 
know she will be successful. She has always trans- 
lated her enthusiasm into ACTION. There is nothing 
at all peculiar in noting that the end of CONTACT 
is the beginning of ACTION. The essentiial feature 
of each word is A-C-T! 

The way lies open. The Handbook has gone forth 
into thousands of our Catholic colleges, seminaries, 
academies and high schools. Contact one of these 
institutions in your vicinity—and see what happens! 
Personal contact has more striking appeal than tons of 
publicity material. Look over the membership list in 
the Handbook and see if there is not missing at least 
ONE institution which you could add to our ranks— 
if you but took the trouble to personally extend an 
invitation. a @ 

A project which will be of inestimable value to Cath- 
olic libraries is the proposed cataloging by the Library 
of Congress of the Migne Patrology and Ante-Nicene 
Libraries. 


Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. Joun M. O’Lovcnuim, Boston Col- 
lege, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
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CHICAGO CONFERENCE MOST SUCCESSFUL 
YET HELD 


The Mid-Winter Meeting of the Catholic Library 
Association, held at De Paul University Graduate 
School Library, 66 East Lake street, Chicago, De- 
cember 27-28, was opened by Sister Mary Reparata, 
O.P., Director of Rosary College School of Library 
Science, River Forest, Illinois, the chairman of the 
program and the presiding officer of the Friday morn- 
ing general session. The Reverend Michael John 
O'Connell, C.M., S.T.L., President of De Paul Uni- 
versity, extended a cordial welcome to the one hun- 
dred and fifty librarians present. He graciously 
claimed as an ex-librarian his sympathies and interests 
were strongly with the Catholic library organization ; 
he had always found working with books to be the 
most pleasing of tasks. The work of the Catholic 
librarians went back to the early days of the Church 
when the making of a book was considered in two 
aspects, the worth of contents and the work of tran- 
scription. In old days only worthwhile works were 
laboriously copied out by hand; today anything could 
get into print since production depended upon only 
the turning of a switch. Father O’Connell stressed the 
fact that little fiction found its way to the shelves of 
the De Paul University Library. Not its present 
value or cost but its ultimate value to the student of 
today and of the future should be the decisive factor 
in college book selection. He repeated again his sin- 
cere welcome. All during the two days’ session the 
thoughtfulness and kindness of Miss Helen E. Schnoor 
and Miss Virginia Boyd, librarians of De Paul Univer- 
sity, reminded the association members of the deep 
sincerity of Father O’Connell’s remarks. 

After the welcome, Sister Reparata asked that the 
program be opened with a prayer said by Father 
Etzig. The address, “Some Aspects of the Develop- 
ment of the Catholic Library Association,” was then 
delivered by the president of the Catholic Library As- 
sociation, Father Etzig. It will be printed in the 
Wortp as a separate article. 

Sister Mary Denise, O.S.B., librarian, College of 
Saint Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota, gave a paper 
on “The Librarian’s Contribution to Freshman Orien- 
tation.” This will be printed in the Wortp, also. In 
discussing the excellent paper of Sister Denise, Sister 
Robert Hugh, B.V.M., librarian, Mundelein College, 
Chicago, outlined the Mundelein College procedure on 
the part of the librarians and instructors in freshman 
orientation, which differed from St. Scholastica in that 
it extended over the entire year with different aspects 
for each quarter. Sister Mary Felix, O.P., Catholic 
Junior College Library, Grand Rapids, Michigan, de- 
scribed the plan adopted in the Catholic Junior Col- 
lege Library where the students purchased a work 
book and the English instructors were responsible for 
the correction of the problems. 


The final paper of the morning session, “Toward a 


Greater C. L. A.,” was given by the Reverend Max 
Satory, librarian, Saint Mary’s College, Winona, Min- 
nesota. 

Sister Cecil insisted that it was not fair to criticize 
the Shaw or North Central lists for their lack of Cath- 
olic titles; that Dean Works had said the N. C. A. 
would welcome a good list from the Catholics. Father 
Etzig commended Father Satory’s paper. Construc- 
tive criticism of the association was acceptable. The 
point taken by Father Satory on publicity, the organi- 
zation had tried to remedy by appointing tentatively a 
publicity committee composed of : 

The Reverend A. B. Cote, O.P., Providence College 
Library, Providence, Rhode Island. 

The Reverend Albert O’Brien, St. Bonaventure Col- 
lege Library, St. Bonaventure, New York. 

The Reverend Max Satory, Saint Mary’s College 
Library, Winona, Minnesota. 

Brother Francis H. Ruhlman, S.M., Albert Emanual 
Library, University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. 

John M. O'Loughlin, Boston College Library, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts. 

William Gillard, St. John’s University Library, 
Brooklyn, New York. 

Father Etzig expressed his appreciation of the cour- 
tesy of Mr. H. W. Wilson, in his eagerness to gain for 
the Catholic Library Association cooperation in the 
Essay Index. To insure the inclusion of Catholic 
authors a committee of three had been chosen: Mrs. 
Edna Becker Bass, Fordham University Library, New 
York City; Paul Byrne, University of Notre Dame 
Library, Notre Dame, Indiana, and Eugene Willging, 
St. Thomas College Library, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Father Etzig further expressed appreciation of the 
cooperation of the N. C. W. C. News Service, particu- 
larly quoting Mr. Hall and Miss Jarboe. The School 
of Social Service had offered to print pamphlets on 
library interests. At the request of Sister Reparata, 
Sister Cecil discussed her new book, Selected Anno- 
tated List of Books and Magazines for Parochial 
School Libraries. 

Before the meeting was adjourned until 2:30 P. M., 
Sister Reparata thanked Sister Mary Ignatia, S.S.N.S., 
librarian of the Academy of Our Lady, Chicago, for 
her great assistance in preparing an interesting feature 
of the program; the special session for the high school 
librarians to open at 2:00 P. M. Sister Reparata said 
that the high school session was closed to all but high 
school librarians. 

Friday Afternoon, General Session 

At the afternoon general session, Miss Helen G. 
Schnoor, librarian of De Paul University, presided. 
The Reverend August Reyling, O.F.M., librarian, 
Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois, treated “Author En- 
tries under Catholic Church,” comparing the practice 
of the Library of Congress, following the A.L.A. code 
and its supplementary rules, and the Vatican code. 
Father Farrell’s discussion revealed fine critical acu- 
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men. Father Shanahan, translator of the Vatican 
code, felt that only the seminary library could adopt 
with advantage the Vatican procedure of dropping 
Catholic church as the author entry and using instead 
the title as the main entry. Sister Cecil was of the 
same opinion. 

Sister Mary Luella, O.P., Professor of Cataloging, 
Rosary College School of Library Science, River For- 
est, Illinois, reported her findings from a questionnaire 
answered by the librarians of fifty Catholic univer- 
sities and colleges, on “Problems Arising from the 
Larger Program of Student Assistants in Catholic Li- 
braries.” Sister Mary Camilla, S.P., St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College Library, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, In- 
diana, commended the very admirable study made by 
Sister Luella on current practice in our libraries in 
regard to the use of N. Y. A. student assistants. She 
agreed with Sister that the clientele judged the library 
by the service of the loan desk and that student as- 
sistants should not serve at the loan desk. Since the 
Indiana director did not approve of N. Y. A. stu- 
dents such students serving the Saint-Mary-of-the- 
Woods College Library had been given a project of 
Catholic social action. The college had equipped a 
library for the children of a poor neighboring village. 
The N. Y. A. students made up the staff of this library, 
serving the children in many ways, story hour, pro- 
gram making, etc. 

The next paper, “Cataloging the Monsignor’s Li- 
brary,” prepared by William Stetson Merrill, Ocono- 
mowoc, Wisconsin, in his absence, was read by Miss 
Schnoor. Father Etzig, a personal friend of Mr. Mer- 
rill, said that the Right Reverend Monsignor M. J. 
Wenta was very proud of his splendidly catalogued 
library and that other priests of Milwaukee were now 
inclined to have their private libraries catalogued. 

A short business meeting followed. Father Etzig 
said that following the example set at the Rosemount 
meeting, it would be well that members present give 
a voluntary convention donation, to cover in a slight 
measure the service rendered by the De Paul Univer- 
sity Library and its librarians, to aid the president of 
the Association, and to enlarge the Association’s funds. 

The time for the National Conference, to be held at 
Saint Louis, was considered. Easter seemed to be the 
most acceptable time. Father Etzig said that Father 
Cote’s Handbook had been sent to the entire hier- 
archy of the United States and that it should be used 
in the membership campaign. There were $275.00 
still owed on the venture, but a membership raised 
from 400 to 1,200 would quickly clear that debt. Criti- 
cism of the Handbook was very welcome. 

When the business session closed, Sister Reparata 
asked the Reverend Norbert Georges, O.P., librarian 
of the Dominican House of Studies, River Forest, 
Illinois, to speak on his recently published work, 
Blessed Martin de Porres. Father Georges, a priest 
noted for his zeal and sympathy with the Negro, es- 
pecially in Chicago, told that Blessed Martin, half 


Negro, half Spanish, a South American Dominican 
lay brother, who died 300 years ago, was today grant- 
ing many favors both spiritual and temporal, to his 
clients, particularly in this country. The work was 
written to hasten the canonization of Martin. Copies 
of the book were given to many of the Sisters. 
Friday Afternoon, High School Session 

Sister Mary Ignatia, S.S.N.D., librarian of the 
Academy of Our Lady, Chicago, was the presiding 
officer of the High School Round Table. Sister Ignatia 
stated that when the Catholic Library Association two 
years before had met at Saint Xavier College, the high 
school librarians had expresesd themselves as desiring 
a special session so that they could discuss their prob- 
lems. She wished Sister Reparata, who was present 
for the first half hour of the meeting, to speak to them 
since she had through the direction of the Rosary Col- 
lege School of Library Science trained high school 
librarians and was vitally interested in high school 
library problems. Sister Reparata said it was a pleas- 
ure to greet the librarians and a double pleasure to 
see former students of Rosary College. She was 
anxious, however, to hear a part of the program pre- 
pared by Sister Ignatia. The first speaker of the 
Round Table, the Reverend Chrysostom J. Anderson, 
O.Carm., librarian, Mt. Carmel High School, Chicago, 
who was to treat the subject, “Reducing Book Losses,” 
was absent. Sister M. Monica, R.S.M., librarian of 
Mercy High School, Chicago, described the “Work of 
the Library Club,” outlining the objectives, duties, 
qualifications for eligibility, and the values which 
the Mercy High School students derived from mem- 
bership. Sister Mary Ildephonee, S.S.N.D., librarian 
of Messmer High School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, re- 
ported on the phases of the library club discussed in 
the Round Table of the National Convention at Wash- 
ington. This report was followed by a splendid ex- 
position, “Is Your Library a Functioning Unit?” by 
Sister Mary Paulatine, O.S.F., librarian, Alvernia 
High School, Chicago. She emphasized the place of 
the library in modern education and the value of a 
well chosen library collection. She pointed out that 
Alvernia and the nearby public library branch were 
closely cooperating; the branch library had all the 
Alvernia book lists and gladly served the students, 
supplementing the work of the Alvernia library. Sister 
answered pertinent questions. She said that thirty-five 
periodicals representing the interests of the various 
departments were taken and were in great use. 

Father Etzig left the general session for the Round 
Table which was composed of sixty librarians. He 
suggested a voluntary convention fee. He recom- 
mended the plan to form a local high school unit, per- 
haps two, one for the North Side and one for the South 
Side of Chicago. 

After Father Etzig returned to the general session, 
Sister Ignatia distributed lists, copies of the periodical, 
“Reading and the School Library,” Father Cote’ 
Handbook, and asked all to register. 
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Sister Michael James, O.P., librarian, Aquinas Do- 
minican High School, Chicago, talked on “The Value 
of Exhibits and Displays,” mentioning many interest- 
ing types, i.e., browsing corners, a shelf labeled, 
“Books That Never Grow Old,” the use of maps, coins 
and boats. She said that one very successful effort at 
Aquinas had been a vacation or travel project, the 
material collected by students on vacation trips was 
displayed and the project resulted in an increased 
interest in travel books. 

Sister Ildephonse had decorated a Christmas tree 
with bells and horns on which she had pasted titles of 
Christmas poems. On the bulletin board she had 
listed alphabetically the poems with sources. 

Miss Beth Porter, librarian, De La Salle High 
School, Chicago, in “How to Make Statistics Your 
Library Salesman,” outlined the records she kept to 
sell the library to the faculty. Of the six records she 
employed to develop on the part of the faculty a 
greater interest in the use of the library, she felt that 
the attendance and circulation records were the most 
effective. 

Sister Ignatia discussed “The Picture Collection in 
a Small Library.” She had displayed on the walls 
beautiful samples of her picture collection and dis- 
tributed mimeographed sheets describing in detail 
the work of making a picture and a vertical informa- 
tion file. She said that the Dewey Decimal Classifi- 
cation was used and a card catalog was made for the 
picture collection. 

Sister Ildephonse, asked by Sister Ignatia, to give a 
review of the Round Table at the Washington Na- 
tional Convention, stressed in particular the discus- 
sions of Brother Ernest and Sister Louise. Among the 
many valuable suggestions at the close of the session 
was one by Sister Mary Archangel, O.F.M., school 
supervisor, dwelling on the absolute necessity of inter- 
esting principals in elementary school libraries. It 
was thought that the local units would have one meet- 
ing in the fall and another in spring. 

Saturday Morning Session 

The Saturday morning session, over which the Rev- 
erend P. J. Etzig presided, opened with a paper by 
the Reverend Frank A. Mullin, Ph.D., University of 
Michigan Library School, Ann Arbor, on “Some Prob- 
lems in Cooperation for Catholic Libraries.” 

Father Etzig, commenting on the wise suggestions 
offered by Father Mullin, stated that a central office 
for the organization, although urgently needed, could 
not be financed at the present time. The National Con- 
ference, probably at Easter, in Saint Louis, would be 
largely concerned with the question of reading guid- 
ance, a point that Father Mullin had stressed. Another 
point, the assistance that the Catholic Library Asso- 
ciation needed from scholars and experienced people, 
he thought would gradually be gained with the in- 
crease of membership. 

Father Shanahan urged that a union catalog be 
started at the Catholic University Library of the rare 


and particularly the source material now in individual 
Catholic libraries, unrecorded in the Library of Con- 
gress. The sender could pay one and one-half cents 
for the filing of the author card. The Catholic Uni- 
versity could furnish the cabinets. This method would 
be in line with the Library of Congress Project B. 
Father Etzig said that Father Betten of Marquette 
University had covered the libraries of Wisconsin and a 
part of Illinois and Minnesota for rare material on 
medieval history and geography. The contributing 
libraries had been sent the union list on mimeographed 
sheets. 

Father Farrell in his usual far-seeing way objected 
that the two files would be a duplication of effort, that 
the Library of Congress project should be given com- 
plete cooperation. Sister Cecil objected to other du- 
plication of effort within the Association, such as lists 
making and said that she wished the Saint Louis Con- 
ference would concern itself with bibliographical tools 
and lists of Catholic books. 

The guest speaker, Mr. Phineas Lawrence Windsor, 
director of the University of Illinois Library, was in- 
troduced by Father Etzig. His exceptionally interest- 
ing address, focussed on the building up of a remark- 
able religious collection in the Unversity of Illinois 
Library, a collection which surpassed the holdings of 
many theological libraries, will be printed in the 
Wortp. Mr. Windsor appeared before the Association 
in a twofold capacity. As director of the University 
of Illinois Library School, he knew many of the Sis- 
ters and Fathers present, as former students. He could 
not refuse Sister Reparata’s invitation to speak. Later 
he had been asked by the American Library Associa- 
tion to be its representative. He was very glad to 
represent the American Library Association. He 
wished to assure the Catholic Library Association that 
the American Library Association longed for just such 
contacts. The Catholic Library Association could 
rightly, especially in moral and religious reading guid- 
ance, do things which the A. L. A. could not do. He 
hoped that the cooperation between the two associa- 
tions would grow stronger. Father Etzig expressed 
his appreciation of Mr. Windsor’s courtesy in giving 
the address and also for his affirmation of the good 
will of the A. L. A. to the C. L. A. Father Etzig had 
found the staff of the A. L. A. unfailing in its kind- 
ness. He was surprised and happy to learn that the 
University of Illinois Library possessed such an abun- 
dance of church literature. Father Mullin commented 
on the gracious hospitality he had received last sum- 
mer during his visit to the University of Illinois Li- 
brary. He said that the collection described by Mr. 
Windsor and which he had built up was one of the fin- 
est pieces of work in the libraries of the United States. 

The next paper, “Some Phases of Catholic Thought 
in England Revealed in Modern Biographies,” given 
by Sister Mary Malachy, O.P., librarian, Catholic 
Junior College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, was judged 
by the audience as a superb piece of critical work. 
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Miss Mary Callahan, Iowa State College Library, 
Ames, Iowa, said that she did not know very much 
about Venerable Bede, and that although she had 
more information about Saint Thomas More and Car- 
dinal Newman, she preferred to discuss the remarkable 
paper from the point of view of the admirable ap- 
proach Sister had made. It was interesting to see that 


through biographies one could learn as much about 
the age of the biographer as about the age of the 
person who was the subject. If librarians were at 
times inclined to feel that their work was restricted, 
by adopting Sister’s method of correlation, they would 
realize and cause others to realize that their work 
was as broad as knowledge itself. 

Mr. Frank Barc, editor of the Polish Union Daily 
Ztednoczenia, the official organ of the Polish Roman 
Catholic Union of America, an organization of 175,000 
Americans of Polish ancestry, explained the efforts of 
the Union to remove objectional books in the Polish 
language, recently purchased through state funds, by 
the Foreign Language Division of the Chicago Public 
Library. Among these 300 volumes, many were found 
to be communistic, immoral, and pornographic. 

Business Meeting 

A short business meeting followed the program. The 
Reverend Max Satory, librarian, Saint Mary’s College, 
Winona, Minnesota, was the successful nominee for 
the chairmanship of the Western Regional Mid-Winter 
Meeting of December, 1936. Other nominees were 
Sister Robert Hugh, B.V.M., librarian of Mundelein 
College, and Sister Cecil, C.S.J., College of Saint 
Catherine, Saint Paul. Father Etzig read the treas- 
urer’s report. He urged the members to try to induce 
other librarians to join the Association and advocated 
the use of Father Cote’s excellent Handbook in a mem- 
bership crusade. He repeated some of the points of 
his address ; he said that Mrs. Jeanette Murphy Lynn’s 
work on classification of religious literature would be 
planographed and published by the Bruce Company 
at a cost of $4.25, in about two months. Bruce would 
sell to Catholic institutions. The A. L. A. would 
handle all other sales. He announced that the libra- 
rians of the Chicago area had planned in the high 
school session to have a local meeting in February. 
Father Etzig closed the meting by asking the members 
for a rising vote of thanks for all those who had made 
the meeting a success, especially Sister Mary Reparata, 
O.P., director of the Rosary College School of Library 
Science, River Forest, Illinois; Sister Mary Ignatia, 
S.S.N.D., librarian of the Academy of Our Lady, Chi- 
cago; and Sister Mary Florence O.S.B., librarian, 
Mount Saint Scholastica College, Atchison, Kansas, 
secretary of the Conference. 
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In recent official communications we have noticed 
changes in the names of two prominent young ladies— 
Mrs. Jeannette Murphy Lynn and Mrs. Edna Becker 


Bass. Congratulations, though they may be tardy! 


NEW BOOKS 


THE CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 
Selection for December 
Borden, Lucille Papin. White Hawthorn: An His- 
torical Novel. New York: Macmillan. $2.50. 


THE SPIRITUAL BOOK ASSOCIATES 
Selection for December 
Morice, Henri. A Portrait of Christ. metre 
Selection for January 
Burke, Rev. John J., C.S.P. Lent and the Mass. 
Short meditations for Mass during every day in Lent. 


SHEED & WARD BOOK SOCIETY 
Selection for January 
Ghéon, Henri. St. John Bosco. Translated by F. 


. Sheed. Cr. 8vo. 268 pp. New York: Sheed. $2. 
i the French author of the incomparable Secret 
Ars, this treats a saint intensely interesting as 
for the Catholic social order who wrought 


THE RELIGION AND CULTURE SERIES 
Delaney, Rev. Selden Peabody. Rome From With- 
in. Preface by the General Editor, Rev. Joseph Husse- 
lein, S.J. Introduction by the Author. xiv and 289 pp. 
Milwaukee: Bruce. $2. 
ticall ately decease of the Church written enthusias- 
noa-Catholice: its three sections treat 
and institutional 
THE SCIENCE AND CULTURE SERIES 
Earls, Rev. Michael, S.J. Manuscripts and Memories. 
in Our Literary Tradition. Preface by the 
General Editor, Rev. Joseph Husslein, S.J. Index. xii 
and 275 pp. Milwaukee: Bruce. $2.25. 


Saint Boniface. Translated from 
Edition by the Right Rev. Msgr. 


. Francis S. Betten, S.J. Preface by 
. Foreword by the Translator. Annotated 
15 illustrations. xiii and 178 pp. 


7 Germany is 
life of the Apostle 
most noted Catholic 


298%, 


Nevil 


century Florence, is the White Hawthorn in this vivid novel 
and Katherine of Sweden. 
Selection for January 
Ives, J. Moss. The Ark and the Dove. 350 pp. New 
York: Longmans. $3.50. 
A non-Catholic and a lawyer, Mr. Ives shows the Mary- 
land settlers, especially the Calverts and Carrolls, as the 
founders of religious and even civil liberty in America, this 
~~ Suarez and 
J 
a 
muiracies prodigally an oun a ongregation WwW 1s 
spreading with extraordinary rapidity, the Salesians. 
A storehouse of information, formal and informal, about the : 
Catholic litterateurs and scholars of the late nineteenth cen- 
tury, such as Charles W. Stoddard, Maurice F. Egan, Charles 
B. Fairbanks, Conde B. Pallen, Charles Robinson, and Father 
: Daniel E. Hudson of the Ave Maria. 
Fourth Frenc 
the Fourth 
, Victor Day, with Insertions from the Latest Historical Aa 
Findings b compl 
the Author 
Bibliograph 
Milwaukee: Bruce. $2 Lo 
‘ Timely in the light o Essa 
this specially prepared edi thd 
of the written Litera 
historians and proving St. Boniface to be “the father of Bona 
Christian Civilization in Central Europe.” F 
D’Arcy, Rev. Martin C.,S.J. Pain and the Provi- B pow 
dence of God. Preface by the General Editor, Rev. Me: 
Joseph Husselein, S.J. ix and 133 pp. Milwaukee: Other 
Bruce. $1.50. ductio 
The brilliant lecturer of Campion Hall, Oxford, submits A 
under the form of a friendly argument on the part of 3 rasone 
‘ an Atheist, an a Psychologist, ystic, tent 
closing with a Priest's able presentation of the Christian view. Hamp. 
ver 
Poet, ar 


CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD 


THE PRO PARVULIS BOOK CLUB 
: Selections for January 
(Children 6 — 10 Years Old) 
Harper, Wilhelmina. Merry Christmas to You. 
5-276 pp. New York: Dutton. $2.00. 


(Girls 10 — 14 Years Old) 

Nesbit, Edith. The Wonderful Garden; or, The 
Three C’s. Introduction by Earle Walbridge. Illus- 
trated by H. R. Millar. xvi, 293 pp. New York: Cow- 
ard-McCann. $1.75. 

This book by the author of The Enchanted Castle, relates 


the adventures and thrills of the three C's after the discovery 
of an old book of 


magic. 
(Boys 10 — 14 Years Old) 


retells the of Saint with all 


PY Msgr. John M. Essays in Culture Boston: Stratford. 


Twenty-five papers wide range significant jects representing 
HISTORY AND TRAVEL 
Gibbs, Sir Philip. England Speaks. Illustrated with drawings 
by E. Lander. 341 pp. New York: Doubleday, Doran. $3. 
modern representatives of all classes of England’s p tion 
MacNeill, Prof. Eoin. Early Irish Laws and Institutions. Cr. 
8vo. London: Burns, Oates & Washburn. 5 s. 


The ning on bio challenge meters 
by his civilization of ancient I 


Martindale, Rev. Cyril C., S.J. Athens, Argentine, Australia. 
288 pp. New York: Sheed. $2. ood 

distinction this Ene i Sch “suthor 
visits to the Eucharistic Congresses of 

Mourret, Rev. Fernard, S.S. A History of the Catholic 
Church. Translated by Rev. Newton Thompson, S.T.D. Vol. II 
—Period of the Church Fathers. xx and 700 pp. St. Louis, Mis- 
souri: Herder. $4. 


PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 

Davis, Rev. Henry, S.J. Moral and Pastoral Theology. Hey- 
throp Theological Series. Vol. I, Principles; Vol. Il, Precepts; 
Vols. III and IV, Sacraments. Index to each Volume. General 
Index. About 480 pp. a vol. New York: Sheed. $3 a vol. 

A splendid comprehensive work in readable style including a careful 
Gouraud, Monseigneur Alcime. A Return to the WNovitiate: 


m 
Principles of the Religious Life. Translated and Adapted from 
the French by Julia T. and Gertrude L. Callahan. Lists of Sug- 
gested Readings. Synthetic Table of Contents. xiv and 289 pp. 
New York: Kenedy. $2. 


A valuable book organized as a spiritual retreat for 


“Lean, ond 32S. end the 
ural. 416 pp. New York: Sheed. $3. 


with in- 
for less 


A_correspondence over four ay hee between Mr. Haldane, one 
of England’s ending sts, 1 
cent convert, is is" published and will delectation for readers 


even mildly interested 
on. 


Przywara, Rev. Erich, S.J. Polarity. New York: Oxford 
University Press. $3. 


POETRY AND ESSAYS 

Earls, Rev. Michael, S.J. The Hosting of the King and Other 
Poems. Paterson, N. J.: St. Anthony Guild Press $1. 

A ringin commemorati Eucharistic Congress Dublin 

tens of Catholic ballads and 

pe PT William. The Vision of Piers Plowman. Trans- 
lated into Modern English by Henry W. Wells. Introduction by 
Nevill Goghill. 300 pp. New York. Sheed. $3. 

nce poems supplied by the translator, Profesor of English st Colum: 
complete poem, lied by the translator, Professor of 
bia writer of the fine 
Exeter Cam with all the ior ready 
understanding of great work of English literature 

on. 

Long, Rev. Valentine, O.F.M., M.A. Not on Bread Alone: 
Essays Beginning in a Cemetery and Wandering Through Life and 
Literature. Foreword by Rev. F. P. LeBuffe, SJ. 244 pp. St. 
Bonaventure, N Y.: The Franciscana Press. 

Familiar essays = pet style giving a cultural Catholic’s reflections 
many 1 

MeSorley, Rev. Joseph, C.S.P. The Sacrament of Duty and 
Other Essays. Foreword by Rev. James M. Gillis, C.S.P. Intro- 
duction. xv and 308 pp. New York: Kenedy. $1. 

yhnker who understands the modern mind and whose whole in 
sasoned thinker who understands the modern mind and 
tent is to improve quality of our spiritual li 

Musser, Benjamin. The End of Singing. Manchester, New 
erses, f them a 
poet, author of A Chaplet of Sanctuaries. 


Following the publication of Vol. Period of Earl Expension, ont 
Period of the nce and Reformation, comes Church: 
ristic age in t uable history uw con- 


BIOGRAPHY 
Howard, Esmé (Lord Howard of Penrith). Theatre of Life. 
1863-1905. Boston: Little, Brown. $3.50. 


The aut phy of the English diplomat who served as ambassador 
to the United States from 1924 to 1930, this relates with great charm his 
experiences in many fields up to the year 1905, and includes the account 
of his conversion to the Faith. 


Patmore, Derek. Portrait of My Family. New York: Har- 
per. $3.75. 
The grandson of Coventry Patmore offers in an assured and 


his wives and children. 


Smith, Richard Lawrence. John Fisher and Thomas More: 
Two English Saints. Foreword by Most Rev. Arthur Hinsley, 
Archbishop of Westminster. Preface. Appendix. xi and 308 pp. 
New York: Sheed. $2.50. 


sented to the Pope and tes after the canonization, wak, Pome 
a of their sanctity, apres a lively of 

and of the general English background. 


Taylor, D. Crane, B. Litt. (Oxon.) John L. Stoddard: Trav- 
, Lecturer, Litterateur. Preface. 8 illustrations. Index. xiii 
and 325 pp. New York: Kenedy. $3. 
conversion to the Church and his — AE, dedication of his pen to her 
cause, especially in his widely-known apologia, Rebuilding a Lost Faith. 
Verkade, Dom Willibrord, O.S.B. In Quest of Beauty. 
Foreword by Francis Augustine Walsh, OS.B. Portrait. x and 
292 pp. New York: Kenedy. $2. 


In his Yesterdays of an Artist-Monk, the celebrated Benedictine of 
relates his story from the this sec- 


ond h and his record present, 
chronicling -— his y and artistte in a most 
ting manner. 

Waugh, Evelyn. Edmund Campion. 226 pp. New York: 
Sheed. $2.50. 

A recently converted novelist who is master of his art uses his 
to the utmost in this delineation of the Bae victim of jyeen. Elizabeth's 
ny ha in four chapters: The Scholar; The ; The Hero, 


and The 
WANTED 
Brother Lawrence T. Duffy, S.M., St. Mary’s Uni- 
versity, San Antonio, wishes to secure the following 
issues of the Wortp: v. 1, nos. 1, 2, 3; v. 3, nos. 3 
and 7. ay 


Sister M. Catherine Eileen, Marylhurst Normal 
School, Marylhurst, Oswego, Oregon, desires these 
numbers of the Wortp: v. 1, nos. 8-10; v. 2, nos. 1, 5; 
v. 3, nos. 5-10; v. 4, nos. 2, 6, 8, 9. The following 
duplicates are available for exchange from Maryl- 
hurst: v. 4, no. 10; v. 5, nos. 1-3; v. 6, nos. 1, 2, 5, 10. 


: 
“A 
39 
‘ 
An attractive collection of stories about Christmas drawn f : 
from many sources and written by notable authors. This is 
an all-year book. 
4 
Colum, Padraic. The Legend of Saint Columba. 
Illustrated by E. MacKinstry. 156 pp. New York: «ee 
An Irish 
the 
5 
’ 
a 
religious, 
The eminent German exponent of the philosophy of Cardinal Newman - 
presents herein a modern, stimulating, and profound contribution to the ' 
science of the philosophy of religion. 


CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD 


The meeting of Catholic librarians in Sioux City 
scheduled for December 7 was postponed to the 14th 
because of the death of Brother Kalt’s father. We ex- 
tend to Brother Kalt our sincere sympathy in his 
bereavement. 
a a 
READING HABITS SUBJECT OF TALK 

That the hope of the Catholic Press lies with the 
parochial school teachers to foster good reading habits 
was the keynote of the address given recently by Sister 
M. Cecil, C.S.J., M.L.B., of the college of St. Cather- 
ine, St. Paul, Minnesota. Speaking to a group of over 
four hundred Sisters from various communities in and 
about St. Louis, Sister Cecil, who is professor of chil- 
dren’s literature at the library school of St. Cather- 
ine’s, said, “When you place in the child the power to 
read, you supply him with a two-edged sword by 
which he may save or destroy himself.” 

The speaker gave three salient arguments for the 
establishment of a central library as opposed to 
libraries in each classroom. “The reading age, mental 
age, and background of the children differ vastly; 
hence, there should be one large central library in 
every parochial school.” 

Sister Cecil was introduced by the Reverend J. P. 
Murray, superintendent of parochial schools in the 
St. Louis Archdiocese. 
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Making Bookbinding Attractive—In Ancient 

and Modern Times 
KaTHLEEN EILEEN Barry 

Books and bindings have always played an impor- 
tant part in the history of the world. 

If we skip lightly back to the magnificent city of 
Babylon, reputed to be one of the original centers in 
which man reached a high degree of culture, we find 
the inscribed tiles of the Chaldeans. 

The ancients prized, also, their Book of the Dead 
comprising old Egyptian manuscripts giving hymns, 
rites, directions, and observances in connection with 
the “passage of the soul through the underworld.” 
Incidentally, 185 chapters of this Book, written on 
papyrus and finely illustrated, is now one of the 
treasures of Italy. 

Until the Fourth Century, papyrus, a plant found 
on the banks of the Nile, was used for writing pur- 
poses and was the predecessor of paper. At that 
period, parchment, thin leaves of lead, copper, ivory 
tablets, and linens, were also used. Nor must the 
Tamil manuscripts of Dravidian origin be forgotten. 
These were made by the inhabitants of India. There 
were, also, Japanese manuscripts consisting of strips 
of palmleaf uniform in size, protected by flat pieces 
of wood or ivory and bound together. The early 
Greek and Roman books were written on skins or 
strips of parchment and vellum, strongly sewed, and 
rolled on two cylinders of metal or ivory, also on wood 
and reed. The leaves were trimmed and squared, 


and were then polished on the outside with pumice, 
The rolling of the volume around the cylinder com- 
pleted the binding except for the ornamentation of 
the knobs, and the attaching of the title, inscribed 
on vellum or parchment, near the top of the roll. A 
sprinkling of cedrium, an oil for preserving the vel- 
lum from decay, was usually added. 

This method was not entirely abandoned until the 
sixteenth century. 

The Roman table books formed a step between the 
scrolls and modern binding. They were composed of 
from two to eight leaves of ivory, wood, or metal 
connected at the back by rings, and covered with wax 
on which the impression of the stylus was made. 
The covers were made of parchment or other skin, 
and later of boards. 

Then followed the diptych with two covers of ivory, 
ebony or boxwood which protected the work within, 
the whole being held together by two or more hinges. 
These diptychs contained the acts of consuls and other 
public officers. The ornaments on the cover were 
frequently done in carved ivory, gold, or precious 
stones, but many of them were without decoration. 

About the beginning of the Christian era the adop- 
tion by both Greeks and Romans of something like 
a desk brought with it the use of square or oblong 
sheets for the work of transcribing; and upon the dis- 
covery of glue with which these sheets might be held 
together, the stages of covering and exterior decora- 
tion came into vogue. 

About this time bookbinding was really the art of 
the goldsmith and enameler. But few jewelled bind- 
ings have come down to our time. They were too 
valuable to escape the cupidity of rulers and the fury 
of so-called reformers. In England the spoliation of 
monasteries under Henry VIII, and the destruction 
under Edward VI, wrought lamentable havoc and 
gorgeous bindings were swept away under the act to 
“strip off and pay into the king’s treasury all gold 
and silver found on Popish books of devotion.” 

But Monastic institutions played an important part 
in the preservation as well as the ornamentation of 
books. This ornamentation took the form of re 
ligious symbols,—the Crucifixion; the Blessed Virgin, 
and the Infant Saviour. 

In my native Ireland, as early as 440 A. D., the 
Irish Monks carried on the binding craft, and there 
are still extant some beautiful examples of their handi- 
work. The Book of Armagh in the library of Trinity 
College, Dublin; the Book of Kels, and the Wi» 
chester Doomsday Book are equally renowned. 

In the tenth and fourteenth centuries, velvet, satin, 
embroidered covers, sheepskin, deerskin, and a variety 
of leathers were used for binding purposes. 

Italy, Germany, France, and the Netherlands iF 
luminated their books and adorned them with & 
quisite miniatures and sketches in color. 


(To be concluded in February issue) 
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